Facility Notes

For the protection of the fragile plant environment, please note:

No dogs, bicycles, play equipment, food or beverages
Stay on the paths and boardwalks
Please refrain from picking plants and flowers

No smoking

The collection of native trees and shrubs at Highstead is viewable
year round, with each season providing different points of interest.
Please call ahead to make a reservation, and to check

on weather-related trail conditions.
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Highstead Arboretum

Highstead is unique in its approach as an arboretum, bridging
the gap between cultivated garden and pure wilderness. Thirty-six
acres of woodland, meadow, wetland and ledge provide distinct yet
seamless habitats for our native species. It is a classroom of undefined
edges, recognized only by the paths provided for walking, and
markers provided for identification. The arboretum is intended as a

sanctuary for the study and appreciation of the woodland habitat.

The Native Tree & Shrub Walk
The Native Tree and Shrub Walk at Highstead is a
self~-guided tour. This walk, created so that visitors
may familiarize themselves with the native flora, takes
approximately an hour and a half. Each plant identified
by a number on the map has a corresponding marker posted on
or near the specimen. All the signs pertaining to this walk display
the acorn symbol shown on this page. Note the different shapes
and patterns of these woody plants. From the groundcover carpet-
ing the woodland, to the architecture of the tree canopy, each

specimen plays a part in this native habitat.

Defining Native

The term native is loosely defined. It can describe an area as small
as your backyard, or an area that encompasses an entire continent.
At Highstead, we use a one hundred mile radius from the arboretum
to determine which plants we will classify as native. Any plant,
woody or herbaceous, that bears the native tag at Highstead can be
found growing naturally within this radius, and was indigenous to

this specified area in pre-colonial times.
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