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• Why birds? Using birds to accelerate and amplify land stewardship, 
planning, and acquisitions

• What is eBird and how to use it to enhance conservation decision-making, bird 
monitoring, and diverse community engagement

• Showcase case study to inspire involvement and learn to take the first steps

What will you learn from this Webinar?

• Demonstration of eBird features and answers to FAQs 



• Easy to see, hear, & count

• Dedicated network of 
birders & citizen scientists

• Free & accessible tools

• Abundant funding

• Sensitive to multiple 
environmental factors
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U.S. National Survey on Recreation and the Environment
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Birds Need Our Help!



Birds Need Our Help on Private Lands

More than 100 bird species are 
> 50% reliant on private land

Bird loss since 1970 in the 
continental U.S. and Canada

Rosenberg et al. 2019, Science; Graphic by Jillian Ditner2013 State of the Birds on Private Lands
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Birds are catalysts for 
capacity building and 

conservation strategies

Land Trusts
& RCPs

Land Trust/Bird Conservation Nexus

Birds

Worm-eating Warbler

Land Trusts collectively 
protect more than 56 million

acres of private land nationwide

Acres of Private 
Land and % 
Private

RCP Map

RCPs have permanently protected 
over 335,000 acres of land 

throughout New England and 
eastern New York



Land Trust National Needs Assessment
(614 land trusts participated)

Funding Conservation 
Resources Planning Tools



birdtrust.org
Conservation Resource Directory 
• landscape-scale plans/BMPs
• citizen science projects
• joint ventures/Partners in Flight

Fundraising Directory / Land Trust Grants
• bird related funding sources
• $ for management & capacity building

Workshops & Webinars / Planning Tools 
• conservation collaboratives
• success stories
• eBird







What is ?







Scientists

Scientists

Scientists





Photo credit Chelan-Douglas Land Trust



Personal birding tools
• Enter lists on a computer or 

smartphone

• Personal birding activity 
summaries

• Public profiles

• Bird-finding resources (maps, 
email alerts)



eBird is growing

• One BILLION bird observations
• 684,300 all time data contributors
• 78 million checklists
• 10,500+ species
• 60 million hours in the field

Ruffed Grouse (Bonasa umbellus) © Jerald Reb / Macaulay Library





An amazing scientific 
resource
• Data is freely available for 

download and through 
APIs

• Valuable insights into bird 
populations

• Trusted for policy and 
decision making



Why ?
Build capacity

Build community

Workshop tip: give your audience specific examples of how eBird can be useful to them



• Long-term online data 
storage

• Inform grant applications 

• Easy entry to citizen 
science

• Monitoring /stewardship 
requirements

• Evaluate management

• Support planning & 
decision making

Effective Ways for Conservation Partnerships to use eBird

Free course offered by 
Bird Academy to help you 
get the most out of eBird



Why eBird?
Planning & management

• Manage for specific species

• Local bird community composition

• Year-round detection information

• Printable checklists



Why eBird?
Community engagement

• Engage volunteers and 
landowners

• Participation across skill 
levels

• Track participation through 
public outputs

Photo credit Ashley Dayer





Barn Swallow (Hirundo rustica) © Yeray Seminario / Macaulay Library
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26.3%
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54.4%

5.3%
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RCP Partners

Landowners within my RCP

Government officials

Members of the local community

Members of my organization

Number of respondents

If you were to run your own eBird workshop, who do you think the audience would 
consist of?



Find and share birds with eBird



eBird Mobile



Cerulean Warbler (Setophaga cerulea) © Andrew Simon / Macaulay Library



• What if I don’t know the birds?
• Why does it matter how long I went birding? 
• How can I make my observations even more valuable for 

science?
• How do we know that the data are reliable?
• How does eBird protect sensitive and at-risk species?

Frequently Asked Questions
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Why do birding details matter?
• Single calendar date
• Single location
• Protocol (= observation type)

Necessary details for more 
advanced statistical models

American Woodcock (Scolopax minor) © Bryan Calk / Macaulay Library



Birding details make this possible 

[S&T Map]



• Automated data quality filters flag rarities in real time
• Volunteer reviewer network - 1900 experts
• Checklist and media review

Is eBird data reliable?



Protecting sensitive species

Great Gray Owl (Strix nebulosa) © Sulli Gibson / Macaulay Library



Adding scientific value to eBird checklists
• Submit complete checklists
– Report every species you can 

identify
– Include birds seen and/or 

heard

• Count birds

• Limit the length and duration 
of each list

• Document rarities

Indigo Bunting (Passerina cyanea) © Adam Jackson/ Macaulay Library



The power of



Land Trust Small Grant Awardee Success Story
• eBird citizen science 

monitoring platform

• Community engagement via 
workshops & trainings

• Data overlaid with parcel 
ownership & land use

• Inform prioritization of 
acquisitions / easements 

• Maximize conservation dollars
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Questions and 
Discussion



Thank you!
• eBird Webinar #2: June 15 from 1-2:00 pm ET –
“Conservation applications of eBird data and products”
• eBird Workshop Toolkit & Resources
• eBird Workshop mini grants

• Save the Dates: Forestry for the Birds Webinar –
September 15, 22, 29 & October 13, 2021

• Interested in getting involved in the 
Northeast Bird Habitat Conservation Initiative? 
• Email Katie kblake@highstead.org or Sara sb65@cornell.edu

mailto:kblake@highstead.org
mailto:sb65@cornell.edu

