
Featured Species of Concern



Golden-winged Warbler (Vermivora chrysoptera)
NE Habitat: patchy interspersal of young forest, 
shrub, and open woodland habitat

Threats: open forest habitat loss and invasive 
species in wetland habitats

IUCN: Near threatened and declining globally 

North American Breed Survey: 68% decline (1966-
2014) 

Continental Concern Score: 16/20

Audubon Climate Rank: Threatened

States Listed: NY, VT, MD, NJ

Bird of Conservation Concern

Partners in Flight Watch List

NFWF and NRCS Working Lands for Wildlife 
Species funded

Shrub/Young Forest

Image credits: Jennifer Fuller (L) Brian W. Smith (M), Luke Seitz (R)  

https://jennifuller.weebly.com/
https://youngforest.org/costshare4
https://macaulaylibrary.org/asset/103563071


Eastern Meadowlark (Sturnella magna)
NE Habitat: native prairies and grasslands or 
pastures and agricultural fields greater than 6 
acres 

Threats: native grassland habitat loss, changes in 
farming practices from small to industrialized 

IUCN: Near threatened and declining globally 

North American Breed Survey: 89% decline (1966-
2014) 

Continental Concern Score: 11/20

States Listed: MA, ME, NH, NY, NJ

Bird of Conservation Concern

American Bird Conservancy Flagship Species

Grassland

Image credits: Stephen L. Webb (L), Jennifer Fuller (M), Joshua Clark (R)

https://www.researchgate.net/figure/Eastern-meadowlark-shown-in-its-preferred-grassland-habitat-Populations-of-eastern_fig3_346926377
https://jennifuller.weebly.com/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/momentsinature/7213987170/in/photostream/


Wood Thrush (Hylocichla mustelina)
NE Habitat: mature and mixed forests containing 
a 50ft overstory and moderately dense 
understory for nesting

Threats: open forest habitat loss and invasive 
species in wetland habitats

IUCN: Least concern and declining globally 

North American Breed Survey: 62% decline (1966-
2015) 

Continental Concern Score: 14/20

Audubon Climate Rank: Threatened

States Listed: ME, NJ

Bird of Conservation Concern

Partners in Flight Watch List

NFWF funded

Forest

Image credits: Ken Rosenberg (L) Fernando Burgalin Sequeria (M), Jennifer Fuller (R)

https://partnersinflight.org/species/wood-thrush/wood-thrush-breeding-habitat/
https://macaulaylibrary.org/asset/137906091
https://macaulaylibrary.org/asset/137906091
https://macaulaylibrary.org/asset/137906091
https://jennifuller.weebly.com/


Red Knot (Calidris canutus)
NE Habitat: marine beaches, mudflats, estuaries, 
lagoons, and bays

Threats: sea level rise, fishing practices, and 
hunting in E. South America and the Caribbean

IUCN: Near Threatened and declining globally 

North American Breed Survey: 68% decline (1966-
2014) 

Continental Concern Score: 12/20

Audubon Climate Rank: Endangered

States Listed: NY, ME, VT, MA, RI, NH, PA, NJ, MD, 
WV, VA, DE

Federally Threatened

NFWF and Atlantic Flyway Shorebird Initiative 
funded

Coastal

Image credits: John M. Hall (L), Jennifer Fuller (M), B. N. Singh (R) 

https://blog.nature.org/science/magazine/banding-red-knots-science-threatened-birds/
https://jennifuller.weebly.com/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/bnsingh/17672879389/


Resources

• Habitat and Threats: Cornell All About Birds
• Federal Status
• IUCN Red list
• North American Breeding Bird Survey
• 2016 State of North America Birds Concern Score
• Audubon Climate Risk
• USFWS Birds of Conservation Concern
• Partners in Flight Watch List
• ABC Flagship Species
• NFWF Funding
• Working Lands for Wildlife
• Atlantic Flyway Shorebird Initiative
• National Resources Conservation Service

Created by Jennifer Fuller, Conservation GIS Intern at the 
Highstead Foundation, December 6th, 2021

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/news/
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/news/
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/report/species-listings-by-tax-group?statusCategory=Listed&groupName=All%20Animals
https://www.iucnredlist.org/
https://www.pwrc.usgs.gov/bbs/
https://www.stateofthebirds.org/2016/overview/methods/
https://climate2014.audubon.org/all-species
https://www.fws.gov/birds/management/managed-species/birds-of-conservation-concern.php
https://partnersinflight.org/resources/pif-watch-list-table-2016/
https://abcbirds.org/50-50-5-plan/
https://www.nfwf.org/species?items_per_page=12&page=2
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/programs/initiatives/?cid=stelprdb1046975
https://www.nfwf.org/programs/atlantic-flyway-shorebird-initiative
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/site/national/home/
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